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The following notes were written by me on the eve of my fivst lecture, 4s an
introduction I refer to the foregoing issue which ontains the article on "4 New
World Writing" which appeared in the Shanghai periodical "Our Life" on the 29th
Januaery 1943 (Sementography Series No. 102) The notes in brackets refer to the

subsequent abandonement of certain
Ladies and Gentlemen, syubols,

Please do not expect agreat discovery as otherwise I am afraid disappointment
is bound to happen., Great expectations usually cause disappointment, Consider uy
idea only as an experiment and as a very crude one. My task is to prove to you
that a cheracter writing is rot impossible, On the contrary, it is not a bad idea,
and the hope can be entertained that perhaps in 10 or 100 years this new inter-
national writing may be deeply rooted and it may be found everywhere in the world.

I am happy to report that Dr. Reifler, an outstanding linguist, found the idea
very good indeed and this gives me courage.

All hopes with regard to en auxiliary international language for common inter-
course, like Hsperanto, have not been fulfilled, Parhaps the time is not ripe for
it, but an international medium of coumunication is a necessity for scientific
research work, Many caomittees at scientific congresses have studied the problem
but nothing has been fortlroming.

Why did Esperanto and Basic Fnglish fail? Apart from nationalistic interests,
it is difficult to acgquire a new language when therc are no opportunities wiich
force you to exercise it daily, However, the necessity of an international lan-
guage grows daily in this age of the train, motorcar and airplane., Countries
and continents are brought nearer to each other,

If an intemational language has too many wesk points which obstruct its success,
we must try to eliminate as many weak points as possible. My idea is based on the
fact that it is easier to read something in a foreign language than to speak it,
Furtheruore, success could be achieved if we could eliminate the weakest point in
lenguage learning, namely the learning if a new and strange sounding vocabulary,

When I came to Shanghai two and a half years ago, I was fascinated by Chinese
characters, and painfully through hard study I acquired the knowledge of about
1000 charaet ers, Like most foreigners I belicved at first that Chinese character
writing has great disadvantages when compared with the alphabet, Later on, however,
I realised the tremendous advantage of this writing. It gives lmmediately the
meaning of the tlings instead of the sounds for them,

This great advantage has led to the fact that all over Fast Asia diffevent
people who speak different languages are able to read Chinese books, papers and
even the dld classics because they could read all this in their own language. I
believe that the common cultural traditions of East Asia are explained by this
fact, I meditated what would have happened if such a character writing had been
introduced ages ago in Furope. Then all the great poets would have written their
immortal works in the same character writing. Then the works of Dante, Shakes-
peare, Moliere, Goethe and all the others could heve been read by any literate
person in Furope from Spain to Norway.

I vas fascinated by this idea and considered the possibility of an internatio-
mal writing in which, for instence, this sign [™] would mean a table, and this
sign h would mean a chair, and this Q a house, £And it would have this meaning
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in every language and dialect which is spoken on this planet. If swh an inter=
national writing could be invented, then any literate person could write a let-
ter which any other person could read in any of the languages used by those persons,

This idea came to me in Septamber 1942 armd I started to play with it for the
mere fun of it, I started with simple signs,as for instence qx & fish, Y a
flower, G¥P & shirt.ete.

Soon I realized that my writing could be successful only, if it were typable
on a typewriter of the usual size, This prohibited the use of too many signs and
T decided therefore to compose all my =igns out of certain elementary signs,

I became interested in the subject because I experi enced the difficulties
whoh scientific researchers face whan studying books and journals written in
other languages than their own, From my boyhood on I was possessed with the urge
to do something outstanding, something by which mankind could benefit, owmething
entirely new which would make my life worth living, Here,=o it scews to me, was
something new, So far, I never heard of any modern attempt to introduce a symbolic
writing, The only reference I know was brought to my knowledge a few weeks ago
by a friend. In the German periodical "Die Boettcherstrasse" of 1928 NMr, Gilbert
a Geman teacher residing in Tokye, proposed the use of Chinese characters through-
out the world as an intemational writing. (NWote: This article will fom a later
issue of the Semantography Series) Howover, I could not share his view, because
the age-old Chinese writing is overburdened w1th complex characters, which are
very difficult to acquire (so I think), This accounts partially for the fact,
that many people in Chine cannot resd and write. (Wote: I have later abandoned
this view, Chinese children lesrn easily the characters, The illiteracy of China
is mostly due to the fact that the govarnments have not built and condicted
schools, Another factor is the poverty of Chinese peasants, who need every hand
of the fomily in the field., In Shanghai where earmings are good, the lowliest
rickshaw puller sends his children to school,)

Right from the beginning I realized that a2 wodern charecter writing must not
only be very simple, the meanings must also present themselves through a picture,
There is, of course, the difficulty of making 10,000 to 20,000 &ifferent signs,
an enormous task, However, I found = basis for gr&t smpllflcatmn in the system
of Basic FEnglish, which conslsts only of 850 different words, With these 850 words
another 7500 words can be composed, These 7500 words are explained in detail in
"The Basic Dictionary." For instance, disembark could be expressed by go off a
a ship, 7500 words are completely sufficient for common carrespondence, With them
one can express almost everything, Ky task was therefore reduced to invent 850

signs only ard to use these signs in connsction with the Basie chtlonary to ex-
press more than 7500 meanings,

Starting from tidis assuption I weas then astonished to find that even these
850 basic signs could be greatly reduced in numbers, because mony words mean the
opposite of each other, as for instance: in - out, cold - warm, open - closed,
up - down, love - hate, wise - fo lich, ete, I thought that if I could invent
& small sign which means the opposite, I could use one sign for two weanings,

I found then other simplifications are possible and my amazement zrew when I found
how simple the matter culd be evolved once & sensible system is introduced.

4ind now, enough with my introductory talk, Let me give you a first taste of
my writing, Here are some signs and their mesning, (Note: A few signs shown in
tiie following pages have been altered mesnwhile, Nevertheless, most of what I
invented in 1943 is found in my books writt:n in 1947-1949),
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sun, moon, earth, day, night, week, year, moming, evening, spring,

summer, autumn, winter, esrth, sky, world, ster, water, riv¥er, cloud,

Koo bl sl dadiens Tornde »o e consbusnni Qg

current (multiple), open, closed, lake, up, down, rain, steam, weather,
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sea, island, flower, garden, tree, country, much,
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wany, very meny, wmore, most, house, village, town, grass, corn, field,
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roof, farm, all, ndture, electricity, ligiftning, thi east, west,

il weals

" north, south,

Wow, something is happening right now, which has happened whenever I showed
my signs to someone. TYou have noticed that I show you a few signs and then you
guess the ncanrings of other signs which follow logically from the first signs
shown, This speaks for the siwplicity of my system.

And now, here are the line elanents for my signs.
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An ordinary typewriter has 42 keys, As the 22 slewments shown sbove are suffi-
cient to type any sign, I have keys free to introduce other elements, which
I call composite dlements, and which combine 2 and more elementary lines, This
would enable quicker typing. Here are a few composite cleaments,
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My idea is to discard the capital letters on a typewriter, ard to leave only
the small letters, the numbers and the marks, Consequently cvery name like
Shanshai, every Christian amme and surname, every internationsl, scientific or
technical word can be typed in normal alphebetical letters, using only the small
letters, Indeed whole letters in rommal wribting could still be typed in ordinary
words in any language using the alphabet, Only the capital letters arc removed
from my typewriter and the line elements substituted far the typing of the signs.

You may have thought that the typewriter would need a certain adjustement in
order to put a certain element higher or lower, or a bit to the right or the
left, Now, with any ordinary typewriter it is possible 10 shift the cylinder
vertically by twning the knob at the end of it, or horizontally by shifting
the lever provided for this purpose, or by pressing a key for shifting: it back
one fpace. The only adjustment my typewriter needs is a special lever for shif-
ting the grlinder up or down, to the right or left, after which the cylinder
returns to its first position, It is not necessary to Aescribe in full such a
lever, as the principal is wecll known and used in many different machines,

The elementery lines and composite eleapents are geometrical lines only, with-
out meaning, Now we case to the system in which my writing is to be used.The
first group in this system are the

Indicators: v A A A 4 X & § They are comparatively small and
are typed always on top of other signs, We shall now study each indicator,

This indicator Vv is shaped like a v and means yerb. If put on top of a cha-
racter which is a noun, it transforms the noun into a verb,

This indicator A is shaped like an A and indicates adjective., If put on top of
a character, it converts it into a quality (adjective), (Note: I have later on

chenged these indicators, the first to meen eValuation, the second to mean /\ction)
v 5

A v »
ey T o o T A ded L
Exauples: rain, to rain, rainy, osteam, to steam, steamy, open, +Ho open,
- v ~ A~ Openiig

v
e~ A ~

1.0 0O e B B )es e~
opez:;eng}gggieto clc/a\sa, cloied, earj.y, late, belated, weekly, water,v wet,

st el g ol el v K
to water, sun, swny, to shine, daily, day, and the verb as:the day draws on,

v ~

growth, to gz;i'\cw, fertile, etc. ete,

(Note: I have later elaborated on the gramatical forms, but essentially no
jor alterations have tmken place,)
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“Lis indicator A resembles a man on his legsand is a cogy of the Chinese character
for man, (Note: I came later to the conclusion that the Chincse character { does
not mean a man on his legsbut is a picture of the penis, The Chinese character

for woman is-¢ which has been written in earlier days as & a picture of the
vagina, the femsle genital),

When we put our indicator for man on top of & claracter, it indicates the man
dealing with the meaning of the character as for instance:
A
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garden, gerdener, fisld, famer, Now, here is another character smeaning work
A v
3 1
wnich T copied from Chinese writing, Now we cen write a sentence: worker works
Fal
X 1 : \
diligently at woxk, We have omitted the article the which is mot NEecessary anyway,

v

A
though I have a sign for it,(sece later). Other sentences: lian worka(in' at) garden,
A v "
O 5
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Gardener watcrs flower. early. East (of the) country (is a) river, West (of &

»
x . L
town (is a) field, otc. ete.

4 is the famal e comterpart to the faregoing indicator, We have

4

}
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the wan and woman, and consequently & fewale gardener, However, we can dispens
with this indicator,(Note: I have lat-r on discarded both),

This indicator ' is t.e sign for addition and means the plural, and o add.
T Y + + 4 ‘ + +
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days, weeks, years, ships, flowers, gardens, houses, ete,

Let us now learns a few other signs: closed, Q, out, into, out of,

.

AY r
furthemore the article: a and the, Now comes the internatioml exclamation

I . -
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wark, which I use in other positions for +this, that, here, theare. Remember
that the exclamation mark for this ard here is inclined towards the right (as
the writing goes) and this directional indication is used in the signs for
¥y

5 i o 11 8
forward and backward, Now we can farm more complet e sentences: The houses in

&
e Yo ote. 2ok A" iyl e et
the town. Those houses in this village., TYou way argue that different languages
have different word order, However tlhis is no actual hindrance, as will be
shown later, Now we learn the Signs+ for the pronouns:
+ +
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I, you, he, she, it, we, you, they. (plursl is indicated by the indie
cator. You note that he and she resembles the sign for men and woman., The POS -

. A . -+ . .
Se381lVe @onouns are easily made by adding a small plus to the right of the sign:
+ Y +

R T o R L I R

: i
wine, yours, his, hers, its, ours, yours, theirs,

s b= K

+ !
The plus sign placed in the middle of the space weans with, I  with you,

(Wote: I have later abandoned the use of the plus sign far plural, and have
adopt ed the multiplication merk instead, Also, the plus sign in the middle
means now and, whereas the plus sign up mears with, the plus sign down:possesion
(see above, possessive pronouns,
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And now to the most importent verbs to have and to be. To have is indicated

43 —
by the plus ani the earth (earthly possession);must bewritten with the verb in-
gk T v '
o 3. % 2 %
dicator on top: to have, Without it it means property, and with the man indica-
A .

tor on top it means the havethhe owner. With the adjective indicator on top
o A

e +

it mesns a well-to-do man, having, being rich, (Note: I abandoned this later),

Combinirg the vertical line meaning I with the circle meaning the sun (without

which no lz.fe is possible), we arrive at the symbol for Elﬂ.stf..nce, Life, Then we

+
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have to live, to be, and glive, The earth is alive with flowers., Putting the
Itk fx .

@

man indicator on top we have then a male human being (Note: this is unnecessary

O

and I have abandoned it later for the simple sign for man,). The sign for Life
v

& & @& &

crossed out means Death, to die, dead, a dead body,

v A v
o e s B, 20 L X
Let us form the following sentences: This man is a gardener, He has three
-+

2 Bz B - X
gardens in the comtry, east of the town, No matter how different languages

differ in their word order, a glance on the senterce will tell the reader what
it is all about, and he will be able to read it in his own language, evan if he

uses a different word order,

]
This indicator on top of amother sign means the representative word foraa

£ = 3 i - A
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group of things, person, ligquid, addition, sublraction, division, agricul-

o
a

5
ture, industry. etc, (Note: this sign indicating the mouth has later on be used
in a different way to express representative words, The syubolization of addition,
subtraction, etc, agriculture, industry, etc, has been simplified,)

s
This indiecator means symbolic and it is used when the character meaning iées
<

used in an abstract (metaphorical) way only: The world of his ideas, The sun

5

L
of his life, His mind was gpen to new ideas, etc., This is necessary because li-
teral translation of words into other languages meke no sense if the reader is

not me.de aware that the word is udd in a metaphorical way, (Note: This smboll—
zation has been abandoned in favour of a better one),
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This indicator means thewhole of the same kind, It represents the muiltiplica-

¥ ' *A
~ I
tion mark, The ocean, sea, the working dlass,ete. (Note: completely abandoned).

1

An important sign (though not used on top of other signs)is the sign for opposite,

X b - - %=
X 1 x X Tx M lx X 1 % ¢ 1S
much, little, very much, very little, more, less, most, least, fire, ice,

Ea
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warm, cold, woet, dry, love, hate, setc,

1

!
Another importanmt sign is part ( a parted line). It is used for any meaning for

HCHEEE YC T YN Y, RL

& part of sometiding higger: hour, minute, second, angle, degree, minute,

ié mouﬁain ioé #A iﬁ L %L’ JFL S -¥(I

second , stone, dust, arm, hanl, finger, fire, flane,

o 4n 3o [ [ 40 40

malter, molecule, atom, book, page, line, letter, language(ear and wouth)

19 49 4~ dr

word, syllable, tree, branch, leaf, elc, (Note: this has been much simplified
later).

IThe tenses are very easy to construct, though some of them are not necessary, we

need only one tense to express the past and arother(opposite) far the future, Now,

—3 — L L

this means forward and this backward, this open. This sign is turned sbout to the

r r ] J 7.

" Porward time) meaning futire, This sign is open backward meaning past, We have then

Q 07 Qr + +7 0 a7 +[C

day, yesterday, %o morrow, I Have, havé had, I had, I Ind had, I will have,etc.

JC

«% sald before some fenses are unnecessary, This mcens presence,

So far, the idea of indicetors to be put on top of other signs is my own idea.
(Note: Later I learned that Leibniz had the same idea in a restricted sense,)
Now I am borrowing from the Chinese the idea of the classifier, a sign which is
put befare other signs, indicating to which class the meaniny belongs,

™
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the following classifiers are important: eye, mouth, nose, ear, brain, arm,

0 ©
geomei‘rical, time, food (mouth and earth), colour (eye and earth), tgol, paper,

<) & ) A AA )
language, fruit, vegetable, human being, animal{quadruped), bird, fish,

® Q? -+ L

movement(wheel), foelings(heart), plms, minus, etc. Here now are a Few examples,

R v ~ | M ﬂ@ 0 showing also the mani-
© O] © ©. 5 5l & S fold use of the excla-
gye, to see, visible, look, attraction, advertiseanent, stc, mation mark,

v A

y, ) g, 0! PN

gar, to hear, audible, a sound, atteantion, ete,



v A - 7 -
o) 0 0 ol o't
mouth, +to say, speakable, a cry, a shout,etc,
Fas

Z / / Ji

nose, , to Sm\e,sll, smelling, a smell, a stench, etc,
FAS

™ ™ % !
brain, %o think, thinkable, intuition, etc,
i LI L”

arm, & touch, a blow, etc.

D AN VAL
feelings, surprise, a shock, ehc,

|
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moveucnt, gquick, very quick, sudden, slow, etc, Ip some of the signs zbove
the exclamation mark has been used extensively., For more classifier signs see be-

low,

I shall now proceed to show you more characters in connection with
classifiers, I wish however to point out that often it is not neces-
sary to put the classifier before the sign, because there may be no
other meaning to the sign witlout a classifier, This may be seenin
some of the following chsracters:

b b be s H 3O O 4

geomctrical, angle, direction, distance, limit, circle, round, line,

4] d— S 40 4D

straight, ete. plane, flat, square, curve, (could be shown as opposite to

R S 2 R T 1= *‘“"m‘iﬁe /.

streight), parallel, opposite, space, base, begin, end,

i U T i e a A L S

against, mcet, separate, between, over, under, through, together, front,

i A
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before, back, after, long, short or short, big, amall, high, Ilow,ete,
(Note: T have abandoned the use of the dassifier for such meanings as before,
after, above, below, through, long, short, begin, end, and others, because they
have only this meaning in the sign shown, The classifier is not necessary, Later,
I altered the classifier for geometrical to.)

The following exampl es show however how some signs take on different meanings
with different dlassifiers befcre them, This holds especially true for the mean-
ings of space and time,

$ | 4 |- ®-| ol
Before and after in space, Befbre and after in time, Parallel (space) and

again (time), Begin and end (space). Begin and end (time). Before,front and

Al o @—i Lo Lb
behind, back(human person)., Start md stop (movement), Push and pull (heaad), ste.

I may have to ask the linguist for help with regard to languages which have
a very different structure, whether or mnot more or less classifiers are neces-
sary, and whether or not certain symbols are necessary. For instance I took
great pains to invent signs far thedrd person he, she and it, Yet, in Chinese
there is only one sign and one sound for the 3rd person,as the plural in BEnglish,

Now, here are more camposite signs with the classifier in addition to the
ones shown above:

® o) o Ok @ 1© x® X

eye, to see, attraction, design, light (sun), darkness, brightness, much

X @ Q- o1 o-+ lal (@] ofl

darkness, observation, pictwe, clear, awake(open), sleep, reading(paper),
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comparison, beautiful, art, colour, paint, white(vaper), yellow(sun), green(tree

me— - Q"‘
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red(flower), blue(sky), brown(earth), grey(cloud), black{might), ete.
v N
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Classifier ear, to hear, audible, music, rhythm, voice, song, langtage, loud,

\Va A l '
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Classifier mouth, to spesk,,speakeble, approvel(yes,positive), denial(negative),
! . o ;
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argument, discussion, cry, shout, story, food, drink, sweet, bitter,

AV N
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sour(knife), to eat, to drink, etc,
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Classifier commerce(%), business, company, competi tion, credit, debt,

ki il 5 y
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increase, decrease, profit, loss, property, owner, store, office, scale,

™~ K h
heavy, 1light, etc. - e
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Classifier fire, ice, hot, cold, flame, match, swke(after),etc,
v
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Clagsifier water, to boil, to rain, boiler, drop(pert), wet, dry, etc,

A A0 +,\D /\"| ;\:}‘ o +L %L

Clagsifier humen body, body, bone, face(front) back, armm, hand, finger,

VRFAN AT
healthiness, disease, (these latter symbols have been abandned in favour of
(Y4 A \
-, better ones),
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Classifier nose, to smell, to breath, to taste, air(sky), wind, stom, etec,

Classificr vegetable, it would be senseless to make a sign for every vegetable
grown in various countries and known under different names, The simple thing
is therefore to have them numbered in a new dictiomary, For instance

jC) 11 .}3 7 (;} 15
potatoes, spinch, catbage, ete,(this idea has been later elaborated and sim-
plified), Few numbers are necessary to indicate common vegetables,

r v
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Classifer fruit(as above), apple, pear, orange, grape fruit, etc.

Q

Classifier for building(not yet decided)(Later I chose the well-known builder's

N G A ) & s

tool} We can form fundament, ChuI'Cl_l_(S;;“e later), hospital, factory, roof, etec,

s Ll o oy oo oo 40

Classifier room, ceiling, (later sbandoned), table, chair, door, curtain,etc,

10 1@

T
Classifier tool(work in Chinese,abandoned later) ball, ring, and without it

Y & T ™ o V¥

hammer, knife, bottle, nail, umbrella, spoon, fark, ete,
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Classifier for military(sword), attack, defense, fight, soldier, army,etc.
® o> @ W+ @F

Classificr for movemert(wheel), motion, carriage, train, engine, machine(sun),

Nes © A8 o o ‘o oY @

station, road, street, way, quick, slow, sudden, factory, ete,

5 M X ~ A

Classifier for chemical{retort), chenist, acid(knife), chen,liquid, andlysis,

DPZ iy &7

Classificr for electricity(lightning) telephone, telegram, elec. train, ete,

O W el [l s R rvon TR T

Classifier for paper, boock, advertlsemenu, agreenent, new, old, ne'WSpdpr', map,

01 s O\ i 4D 0 o

history, library, writing(pen), to write, page, line, lettar, copy, ete,

Here are a few examples how to wake use of certain common signs like:

et A 2] ] el ) lo] Bl

opening, closure, question, answer, awal{e(eye), sleep, able to speak, dumb,

2] ¥, ) B A9

able to hwer, deaf, public, secfecy, to be Secret, sccrotary, stove(fire),

= A N Kl )

harbour, free man, prisoner, feding of free, unfree, etec.

&, ® 19 @43 &t

Classifier for feelings (heart), beautiful, ugly, believe{see later), doubt,

a8 O ot Q8 198 Q1T Q) Vi

safe, danger, hope, fear, d.sire, disgust, pleasure, worry, heppiness,

Ol @ 19 9 19 @ 19 1 |

sadness, love, hate, rest, tiredness, kind, ocruel, left, right, to be

oL 10L

used in the abstract meanings of right and wrong, etc.

oK 7 /‘\ ’L/‘\
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Clagsifier for mental(brain), to do (abandoned later) w:Lsu.om, w:LSe, foolish,
N o
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memory(pest), foresight, science, theory, thought, discovery. 1d.ea(new)

OIA a1l Al

interest, inventionémachine), opinion, lmowledge(house), experience, expert,
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intuition, prophect, cte,

At the md of this lecture I may show you & few cxamples which indicate
that it is possible to express in simple signs even the most abstract meanings,
By using 2 sign and L,onverta.ng it geometrically,we may got the opposite meaning,
thus it becomes unnecessary to use the special sign for opposite(shown before).
Furthermore by using the same sign on a small and on a2 larger scale we can ex-
press meanings which in themselves have somehow a =mall and a larger meaning:

7 L A AN <
work, construction, to make, Creation, to damage, to destruct, Then we may

74 A % A

LN )
form evolition, and the contrary, Then we have good and bad in the sense of make
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ble or ecan, unable or camnot (abandoned completely), pride,

1
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m
L,

‘bad in the ethical sense (creation), truth and lic, a friend (a men who speak

PN
the truth) At last, the symbol for God, the Creator, the age-old symbol.

These explanations fom the end of my lecture, and I shall now answer
questions, There is I think one question which surely you are going to ask:
"What are you going to do with this invention?"., Well, nothing at present,
and it is highly questionsble whether if ever I would live to see my idea
developed. I have given this lecture only to - have . a claim to history,
in case later on someone else will be successful with it, I am perfectly
sure that a system like this will be developed sconer or later, and already
some signs in this direction are visible, For instance, in my business line:
on home movie projectore of a certain brand which is exported throughout the
world, there are signs instead of words in different languages to indiecate
the use of the various knobs, levers,etc., as for instance in, out, lamp
brighter, or less bright, wotor faster or slower,etc, These pictorial signs
are affixed to the projector,

The younger ones among you may live to see an international system of signs
adopted by all communication institutions and used on all trains, stations,
buses, airplanes, ships, ports,ete, indicating the necessary information to
everybody no matter what languages he specks, Perhapis it might be my system
which is adopted, but it would not matter if it were the systen of someone
clse, as he and I arc both only tools of the Creator.

Let me finish my lectures by demonstrating the interpretation of an old
symbol, It occured to me just a few days ago when preparing my lecture, It
is an.old symbol dear to many people for thoussnds of years, Let us symbolize
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the evil conquersd by the good to form this syumbol.

Ind of lecture notes

Note by Bliss: In re-reading and writing these lecture notes 12 years later,
I realize how primitive my thoughts were 12 years ago when I started to work
on this ides, I refer especially to the abstract meanings of good and evil.

With regard to their interpretation I have changed my thoughts considerably.

However with regard to pictorial symbols, little change has taken place and

this is as it should be, because after all, pictorial signs are only schema-
tized drawings of real things.

For the researcher who wants to sce my original notes, I with to inform hin
that they are with wme, but a photostat copy is deposited with the United States
Copyright Office in Washington under the year of deposition 1946,



